
 
Assessment and Instruction: Which is the Cart and Which is the Horse? 
50%, A, 10 Right, 5 Wrong, 1--- Grades, scores, tests, numbers—How does this help students (or 
teachers for that matter) make sense of student learning. In this session, teachers will explore 
how to use assessments (along the way and at the end) to truly discover what students know and 
are able to do. Participants will incorporate actual student work to investigate the cues and clues 
that help teachers understand their students’ thinking and misconceptions. 
During this session participants will 

• examine the relationship between instruction and assessment 
• consider how belief systems can impact assessment  
• learn how to use student work to inform instruction 
• learn strategies to help students be more accountable for their own learning  

o peer and student self-assessment 
o use of rubrics 

 
 


